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Chelan County Flirts with Danger:

Will It Permit a New City to be Built
High on the Firetrap of Mission Ridge?

Just south of Wenatchee,
forested Mission Ridge forms the
easternmost reach of high country
in the central Cascades. Pines,
Douglas firs and western larch
stand high above the semi-arid

Western larches turning yel-
low in autumn on Mission
Ridge. Photo: Gus Bekker

Columbia Basin, looking down to
grasslands and farms that stretch
endlessly to the eastern horizons.

For many years, a modestly
sized ski area has operated on
Mission Ridge, attracting skiers
from Chelan and nearby counties.
It does not overwhelm Mission
Ridge, but has become an accepted
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Mission Ridge

continued from page 1

part of the landscape where it has
been for a long time.

All that could be about to
change. “Tamarack LLC” has
submitted an application to build
a new resort city high on Mission
Ridge. Chelan county has released
an Environmental Impact Study,
and solicited public comments on
the proposal and the EIS. ALPS
submitted comments in October
2025.

Tamarack proposes to build a
7800 bed (both hotel and condo,)
resort city, bringing an estimated
4000 additional skiers per day to
Mission Ridge, and as many as
10,000 additional car trips per day
on the steep, winding Squilchuck
creek road. This would forever
change the entire character of
Mission Ridge.

The direct environmental
effects of this would include
serious degradation of habitat for
the Colockum elk herd, and the
transformation of Squilchuck creek
into little more than a conduit
for sewage and greatly increased
parking lot runoff, along with
much else. ALPS recommends
anyone interested in Mission Ridge
to look at the “Friends of Mission
Ridge” website, where these and
many other problems are fully
described and analyzed.

ALPS’ comments on the EIS
focused on the many effects this
development would have on
Wenatchee and the rest of Chelan
county, none of which are good.
Chelan county would bear the
costs of providing sewage and
other services to this development.
Those costs would be beyond
considerable, and would result in
the entire county going into debt
to subsidize this development
through permanently higher taxes.
Once again, the familiar tale of
private profits, and socialized
costs. Cui bono? You be the judge.
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But it doesn’t stop there.
Anyone who has been to Mission
Ridge, or driven the dramatic
“Liberty-Beehive” road from
Highway 97 to Mission Ridge,
knows that Mission Ridge is one
of the most fire-prone areas in the
Cascades. Numerous large blazes
have burned there in recent years
and more fires are guaranteed.
Tamarack proposes to build
its new city relying entirely on
the existing narrow, steep and
winding two lane Squilchuck
creek road as an evacuation route.
No other access or safety route
is planned. When the next major
fire occurs, and it is only a matter
of time, Tamarack says this one
narrow road will be sufficient for
safety and escape. Tamarack’s new
city will include condominiums
and is planned as a four season
attraction. There will be plenty of
people there in summer.

In Chelan county’s lengthy EIS,
very little is said about the obvious
insufficiency of the Squilchuck
road as a disaster evacuation
route. One of the more ludicrous
features appearing in the EIS is
the designation of a parking lot as
a fire refuge area. Nothing is said
about the danger of the asphalt
itself burning, or the likelihood of
air being deprived of oxygen and
reaching lethal temperatures, or
the effects of any of these on the
unfortunate souls who might seek
“refuge” on a hellscape parking
lot.

It is only a question of when,
not if, another large fire burns on
Mission Ridge. Should the clearly
inadequate steps taken for safety
result in loss of life and property,
Chelan county could easily find
itself liable for gross negligence
in granting permits for such a
disaster in waiting. They have been
warned publicly about the dangers
time after time. There would be no
possible defense. Such liabilities
could dwarf even the burden of
paying the infrastructure costs
for Tamarack’s new city. The

consequences of such financial
liabilities would spell disaster for
Chelan county, leading to runaway
tax burdens and terrible effects not
only on county services but the
entire economy and future of the
county. It is one heck of a gamble,
a gamble that is all downside and
no upside.

Chelan county will be taking
enormous risks if it gives Tamarack
a green light.

It is impossible to imagine any
scenarios here other than, at best,
Chelan county burdening itself
to subsidize Tamarack’s profits,
ranging to truly dire results if
the county is found liable for the
disaster that looks inevitable if
this new city is built in a barely
accessible area famous for repeated
fires.

Hopefully there are at least
some rational people in the Chelan
county government who are aware
of this, and care enough about the
county to keep it from happening.
If the county is actually crazy
enough to permit Tamarack’s new
city to go ahead, it may be time to
question the judgment, and even
the sanity of those running Chelan
county. They won’t personally
be on the hook when disaster
happens. It is the taxpayers and
residents of Chelan county who
will be left to pay the bill.

Please check out

friendsofmissionridge.org for
the alarming details of this crazy

scheme.
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ALPS Website Expanded and Upgraded,
John Warth Photo Archive to be Added

The ALPS website was
upgraded and greatly expanded
during 2025. There is now much
material regarding conservation
and the natural values of the four
quadrants of the Alpine Lakes

region, all at www.alpinelakes.org.

Hopefully soon there will also
be an extensive archive of photos
by John Warth, who was the
first to propose an Alpine Lakes
Wilderness around 1960. Warth
spent decades exploring the central
and north Cascades and took
many wonderful pictures of what
was at stake. Some of his work
appeared in the seminal “coffee
table” picture books of the 1960s
that helped sway public opinion
toward protecting the Cascades.

ALPS wishes to thank Phil
Fenner, president of the North
Cascades Conservation Council,
for taking the initiative to locate
Warth’s surviving relatives.
And many thanks are due to
John Warth’s daughter, Laurel
Warth Ailie, and granddaughter
Karleena Ailie Gore, for their
work in gathering photos and for
generously sharing them.

ALPINE

18-year-old John Warth
sets out from his family
home in Spokane in 1941,
biking to Leavenworth for
his first trip to the Cas-
cades, fueled by sand-
wiches made for him by
his mother.

John Warth went everywhere
he could in the Cascades in
his ‘54 Pontiac.
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Having fun on Cooper Lake,
19509.
John Warth photos
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Forest “Thinning” Threat
Looms Over Mt. Baker Snoqualmie

In keeping with the general
sweeping away of forest
protections initiated by the Trump
administration, the Mt Baker
Snoqualmie National Forest
(MBSNF) has released a “Forest
Wide Thinning Environmental
Analysis.” The purpose is to open
wide the way for selective logging,
or “thinning” all up and down the
MBS in one easy step.

“Thinning” has attained the
status of a religion in the Forest
Service. The idea that logging
improves forests, and that
naturally regenerated forests
can be “restored” and improved
via logging and turned into old

MBS thinning “restored” forest
north of Skykomish after Sky Forks
thinning timber sale. The 2022 Bolt
Creek fire started very close to
where this picture was taken.
Photo: Kevin Geraghty

growth faster and better than
unassisted Nature, has become
dogma. And in common with all
religions, that dogma is never
questioned, despite overwhelming
evidence to the contrary.

Selective logging is usually
even more damaging than
clearcutting. Aerial yarding is not
possible, and a dense network of
roads must be carved everywhere
for the machines that drag logs
across the ground, tearing up and
compacting soils in the process.
Leave trees suddenly exposed to
the full force of the wind blow
down, no longer having the
mutual protection they formerly
had from growing in a stand.

Pulling out biomass by logging
the best trees does nothing to turn
the inferior leave trees into old
growth. Douglas fir, cedar and
hemlock are all “determinate” in

their growth pattern. By the time
they have reached 60 to 80 years
old they have reached half or more
of their height potential and are
incapable of accelerating their
growth.

For unknown reasons,
selectively logged forests often
see rapid growth of nearly
impenetrable thickets of hemlock.
Up to 500,000 stems per acre have
been counted in some places.
These entirely unnatural thickets,
never seen anywhere else, soak up
the water and nutrients that the
“thinning” supposedly releases
for the leave trees, totally negating
the hoped-for growth acceleration.
The Forest Service ignores it and
pretends that this problem does
not exist, since it so obviously
contradicts their dogma.

Perhaps worst of all, selective
logging opens up shady forest
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stands and turns them into slash
filled tinderboxes, suddenly
exposed to drying sun and wind.
The Forest Service occasionally
acknowledges this obliquely when
it makes promises to close the
myriad roads and clean up the
slash. These promises are always
forgotten as soon as the logging is
finished. The 2022 Bolt Creek fire
near Skykomish, which burned to
a crisp the richest area of big tree
old growth forest in the Skykomish
area, the “Grotto Grove” of the
Wild Sky Wilderness, was started
when a “troubled individual”
spent the night in a nearby
“restored” forest, running their car
motor to keep warm, starting the
blaze in the dried out slash that
was everywhere. Of course, all

the people who laid out the “Sky
Forks Restoration” timber sale
have moved on or are collecting
retirement checks.

If the MBS “thinning” program
proceeds unchecked, many areas
of mature, naturally regenerated
forest across the MBS will be
“restored” into a firetrap mess.
Selective logging timber sales are
always difficult to sell because
of the very high logging costs,
meaning that they are often
almost given away. Why do
they continue? Because it means
employment for a handful of
Forest Service timber planners.
This goes on even as the Forest
Service abandons roads, trails, and
seems to have all but disappeared
from the National Forests.

It is a common pattern with
bureaucracies. They start out with
great intentions, and do good
work for some years. But they
inevitably decay. The people who
do good work seem to vanish,
leaving only sinecures occupied
by people who produce nothing of
value, or who actively damage that
which is entrusted to them, as we
see with today’s Forest Service. No
one has ever been able to point to
a forest that has been improved by
“thinning.” No one ever will.
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Eightmile Lake Dam:
The Saga Continues

The Icicle Peshastin Irrigation
District (IPID,) and the “Icicle
Work Group” convened by the
Washington Department of
Ecology (DOE,) are continuing
their efforts to build a new dam
and expand Eightmile Lake, inside
the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.

IPID and DOE want the new
dam to expand both the volume
and footprint of Eightmile Lake
far beyond what it has ever been.
ALPS and other conservation
groups believe that IPID has the
right to repair but not expand
its existing irrigation dam. IPID
has no rights to enlarge the lake
beyond the size which it has been
since long before enactment of the
Alpine Lakes Wilderness in 1976,
and no rights to draw it down
lower than it has been for decades.

In 2024 DOE released an
Environmental Impact Statement
greenlighting a new dam and
expansion of the lake. The EIS said
almost nothing about Eightmile

Eightmile Lake.
Photo: Karl Forsgaard

Lake’s location in a Wilderness
area. The EIS also sidestepped

the issue of whether IPID has
relinquished its water rights

at Eightmile, making the EIS
defective and virtually useless on
that issue. For many decades the
lake has not been at the size that
IPID now wants to make it, and
IPID has not taken or used the
amount of water it now claims it
has rights to. It is an established
doctrine in water law that one
cannot hold an unused water right
for extended periods, and non-use
results in the relinquishment of
that right. Case law has always
come down on the side of “use

it or lose it.” Consequently, IPID
cannot get away with enlarging
the lake or draining it down to
levels beyond the extent of its legal
rights.

Water law is difficult to enforce
and cases often grind on for
years or even decades. Of more
immediate importance is the
necessity for IPID to be issued a
Forest Service permit to conduct
construction activities inside a

Continued on page 9
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ALPS MEMBER PROFILE:

Few members have been with
ALPS as long as Bud Burdick,
who joined at the very beginning
in 1968. And few, if any, have
followed his unusual “timber beast
to tree hugger” path. After years
of corresponding with Bud, who
resides in Ft. Bragg, California,
your editor finally had the
pleasure of meeting Bud in person
in August 2025. Bud was visiting
his old home of Skykomish for an
“old timers” picnic and gathering.

Bud grew up in the railroad
and logging town of Skykomish,
Washington. His father kept the
family going by working in the
timber business, and when Bud
finished high school in 1953, his
father owned two logging trucks,
a considerable accomplishment
in that tough business. And when
Bud graduated, it was time to put
the kid to work. Real work.

And so it was that 18-year-
old Bud became a logging truck
driver. That was a very big job for
a kid just out of school, with much

BUD BURDICK

Bud Burdick, 90 years young,
at Gold Bar Hatchery,
August 2025.

SKYKOMISH, Wn.
CC. 8588
Phone 226

TK. 36,000
TLR.32,000

higher status, and better pay than
the normal beginner timber jobs
such as choker setting. But Bud
was up to the task. There was no
hourly wage, money was made
by the load, and the need to stay
productive meant that only on his
first couple of runs could a more
experienced man be spared to
coach the new guy in the driver’s
seat. But Bud learned fast. He had
to.

A hundred things could go
wrong when piloting 35 or more
tons of truck and timber down
steep, switchbacking logging
roads, roads that were usually
made as quickly and cheaply as
possible. Everything had to be
done just right, all the way down,
to avoid disaster. A relatively
small but costly calamity would
be failure to calculate a corner
correctly and overstress and break
the “reach,” the tongue connecting
the loaded trailer to the tractor. A
broken reach (early day reaches
were made of wood, before
they changed to much stronger
steel) would mean, at minimum,
expensive equipment damage and
loss of profits as work ground to a
halt for however long it might take
to fix the costly problem.

A much bigger disaster would
be failure to keep the speed under
perfect control every foot of the
way down to the bottom of the
grade. The first trucks that Bud
drove were gasoline powered
rather than diesel, so they had
some engine compression to help
with keeping the speed down. The
diesels in those days did not have
external compression or “jake”
brakes, which came only later. The
regular brakes meant life or death,

Bud at 18 as he began his
driving career.
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and on those early day trucks they
were water cooled, with the water
coming from a high mounted tank
via hoses to perforated pipes at the
wheels, controlled by a lever in the
cab.

Everything depended on
keeping that brake cooling system
working properly. Too little
water and the brakes would get
hot and stop working effectively.
Too much water was also bad. A
broken hose, or running out of
water before the bottom of the
grade could mean a runaway
truck, risking not just equipment
damage but one’s life.

Bud continued working for
some years in this hard business
that paid well but tolerated no
mistakes. He met and married a
girl named Mary from Wenatchee.
News of work accidents was a part
of life for the young couple. Then
one day came news of the death of
Bud’s good friend, and best man at
Bud and Mary’s wedding, Dennis
McCausland. Dennis was the son
of Norm McCausland, the well
known and respected Skykomish
district ranger for the U.S. Forest

ALPINE

Didn'’t take long for Bud to become a seasoned veteran.

Service. The death of Dennis shook
the whole town of Skykomish and
everybody there.

Bud and Mary decided
it was time to try a different
course in life. They moved away
from Skykomish and settled in
California. Bud went to college and
became a teacher, which he did
for many years until he retired. He
worked for a while as a California
State Parks ranger. During

summers, he also drove log trucks
in the redwood country, where
the mountains were not as high
and steep as Skykomish. Driving
in California, by then with more
modern trucks on less treacherous
roads, still took a lot of skill but
was not as dangerous as it had
been back home. Mary didn’t have
to worry so much about Bud as she
did back in Skykomish.

Bud had always appreciated
and enjoyed being in Nature. Even
though he now lived far from
Skykomish and the Alpine Lakes
country, he did not want to see
every valley roaded and cut in
his home area which he still very
much cared about. When he heard
of the formation of ALPS in 1968,
he knew he wanted to be part of
the efforts to protect the Alpine
Lakes region.

And he has been part of ALPS
ever since. ALPS wishes to thank
Bud for his many years of steady
support, and for sharing some of
his interesting story. ALPS, and
the Alpine Lakes region, could use
more people like Bud Burdick. We
hope to share more time together
when he again comes back to visit
his home town in the Alpine Lakes
region.

See next page

Town of Skykomish, a few years before Bud was born.



Enchantments Overuse Problems

The sad story of the too-scenic
Enchantments area of the Alpine
Lakes Wilderness being loved to
death continued throughout 2025.
The year began with news of the
Trump administration’s unofficial
“Department of Government
Efficiency,” or DOGE, prompting
cuts in the U.S. Forest Service’s
budget.

With its unfortunate though
not unsurprising response to these
cuts, the Forest Service stayed true
to the long bureaucratic tradition
of cutting muscle while keeping
the fat. Senior personnel escaped
unscathed while the axe landed
on less senior people who actually
did the work. This meant the loss
of nearly a dozen Wilderness
rangers working to manage the

Continue to Worsen

impacts from the thousands of
visitors to the Enchantments. Only
a single Wilderness ranger position
survived for the whole Okanogan
Wenatchee National Forest.

In yet another unfortunate
but still unsurprising twist, those
Wilderness ranger positions
were not even funded through
the Forest Service’s own budget,
but by the state of Washington'’s
Recreation and Conservation
office. So no Federal money was
saved by cutting them, but senior
Forest Service employees did
manage to deflect the blow from
DOGE away from themselves.

Unofficial volunteers (the Forest
Service higher-ups wouldn’t even
make the effort to find a way to
accept official volunteers,) did

Bud Burdick, continued
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Massive 132-foot-long Douglas fir logs, 9000 board feet each,
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for bridging the Skykomish river for the Beckler river road.

what they could to help, but it
was not nearly enough. Somehow,
the human waste from toilet sites
in the Enchantments was still
mostly collected in 2025 and put
into fly-out containers, but those
containers still sit there, full. It
looks as though 2026 will see a
return to the old fashioned system
of no toilets. Just take care of the
call of nature in whatever semi-
private place you can find.

Meanwhile, there is zero
progress towards any kind of steps
that might lessen the problems.
The Seattle Times has run several
articles promoting the idea of
private contractors managing
access via shuttles on the Eightmile
road, and possibly in other ways,
after their reporter visited the
Maroon Bells area of Colorado
and liked the way things were
managed there. But the similarities
between Maroon Bells, which is
mostly a drive-up photo op with
restrooms and trash pickup, and
the Enchantments, which are a
Wilderness hiking destination with
no such amenities, are limited.

ALPS and other Wilderness
defenders have long advocated
the simple measure of gating
the Eightmile road at its bottom,
where it leaves the Icicle Creek
road. That would not solve
the problems entirely but by
lengthening the required hike it
would help greatly. The Forest
Service steadfastly refuses to even
consider that option. The Forest
Service never wants to give up
on any road, something which
seems baked into their DNA. They
are supported in this by various
recreation organizations, for whom
the ideal situation is long roads
leading to short trails to beauty
spots, such as the Eightmile road

continued on next page
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Continued from page 8
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Mountain goat mom and kid in the Enchantments.
Photo: Greg Shannon

and the trail to Colchuck lake. The
Seattle Times article even referred
to road closure as the “nuclear
option,” a silly and sad use of such
a term.

As this edition of The Alpine
goes to press, there seems to be
little prospect of anything helpful
happening in 2026. The Forest
Service will not consider closing
back roads or implementing day
use permits. It has no interest
in a permit system like the one
at California’s Mount Whitney,
which seems to work well. It
appears to have no interest in
anything other than ignoring the
ever worsening problems. Well
funded recreation groups want no
changes at all. Roads must be kept
open, and nothing done to control
the overwhelming number of
visitors, which can exceed 1000 in
a single day.

This sad experiment in
Wilderness degradation looks
to continue its current course
unabated. Things will take a big
turn for the worse this year with
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no more toilets. It is part of the
“interesting times” we live in,
seeing just how bad things can
get in the Enchantments. Will
things get so repellent that users
begin to turn away from the mess
there? Will there be a level where
it self-limits? Just how nasty will
things really get? This summer,
with no toilets, no rangers other
than a few selfless volunteers, we
will continue to find out in the
Enchantments area of the Alpine
Lakes Wilderness.

Addendum: As this edition of
the Alpine goes to press, we have
just learned of two encouraging
developments. The Forest Service
has apparently found funding for
some extra recreation and possibly
even Wilderness ranger positions
for summer 2026. And it looks
like a helicopter flight is planned
for July to fly out the toilet waste
containers. Let’s hope this trend
continues.

Eightmile Dam
continued from page 5

Federally designated Wilderness
area. These activities will require
significantly more area than the
small inholding that IPID has at its
dam site, surrounded by Federal
lands designated as Wilderness
and managed by the Forest
Service. The Forest Service needs
to look at whether IPID has any
right to expand its water diversion
infrastructure, and especially
Eightmile Lake itself, way beyond
what they have been, inside the
Alpine Lakes Wilderness.

Not a lot has happened since
issuance of the State’s EIS in
2024. IPID says it wants to begin
construction activities in later 2026,
finishing in 2027. Certain members
of DOE's Icicle Work Group
seemed to be moving toward
the position that no permit from
the Forest Service is necessary to
expand IPID’s operations inside
the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.
An inquiry by the Alpine Lakes
Foundation to the Forest Service
produced a response confirming
what the State had already said,
that permits from the Forest
Service are indeed necessary for
IPID to go ahead with its plans.

Much is riding on the decision
that the Forest Service will have
to make. Should they decide
that it is acceptable for IPID to
expand its operations beyond
what they have been for many
decades, the implications will be
very bad not just for the Alpine
Lakes Wilderness, but the entire
Wilderness system. It would also
influence the whole character
of the Wenatchee valley itself if
increased water diversion from the
Alpine Lakes Wilderness allows
the valley to be paved over ever
more rapidly.



ALPS/Tulalip Beckler 6 Trust Land Transfer

ALPS’ application for a Trust
Land Transfer (TLT) to protect an
isolated, state managed one square
mile section of splendid 100 year
old forest in the Beckler valley a
few miles north of Skykomish,
was funded by the Washington
legislature in 2025. “Beckler 6”
borders the Wild Sky Wilderness
for a full mile to its north, and has
some of the best remaining salmon
spawning habitat in the Cascades.

The TLT program has protected
over 125,000 acres of state lands

100-year-old mature forest in
Beckler 6.
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over the years. After the previous
Public Lands Commissioner
inexplicably killed it, ALPS and
other groups mounted an effort to
revive it, and it was codified into
law in 2022. Beckler 6 was one of
four projects to be approved and
funded in 2025 under the new
system.

TLT was designed to allow
the state Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) to divest itself
of lands with high conservation
values, which are usually places
that are difficult to manage for
revenue production. Money
appropriated to DNR for TLT lets
DNR purchase lands more suitable

Application Succeeds

for revenue production while
allowing DNR managed state
lands with high conservation value
to be preserved.

TLT works particularly well
for isolated DNR lands far away
from other state holdings. This is
the case with Beckler 6, a section
of DNR land far removed from
any other significant areas of
state land. TLT conserved lands
usually do not stay with DNR but
must be transferred to another
governmental entity.

The 2022 TLT law added
Federally recognized Indian tribes
to the list of eligible governments
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for transfers. And the Tulalip
tribes, based at Tulalip west of
Marysville WA, are the perfect
recipients to hold Beckler 6 for
conservation purposes.

The Tulalip tribes have become
one of the strongest forces for
conservation in Snohomish and
King counties and beyond. They
have assembled an ever growing
portfolio of conservation lands,
as well as purchasing, in late
2024, 18,000 acres of industrial
timberland along the King -
Snohomish county line in the
western foothills of the Cascades.
Some trees will still be cut on those
18,000 acres, but conservation
values will also be emphasized,
which was very much not the
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case with the previous corporate
owners.

Tulalip will hold Beckler 6
strictly for conservation. Title
covenants from DNR will insure
that it is always managed in full
accord with the terms of TLT
as well as DNR’s own Habitat
Conservation Plan. Although
Beckler 6 was not under any
immediate threat of logging, its
longer term status was always
uncertain. ALPS is pleased to see
this piece of beautiful, prime real
estate moving into management
by Tulalip, who will protect it and
keep it as it now is.

Spawning channel in Beckler 6.
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Secretary: Natalie Williams Sarah Guarracino Janna Treisman
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Rolling Heather in then-proposed Alpine Lakes Wilderness,
1961, LaBohn Peak and Mt. Hinman behind. Photo: John Warth
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The newsletter of the Alpine Lakes
Protection Society (ALPS). ALPS
is dedicated to protection of the
Alpine Lakes area in Washington’s
Cascades.

Editor: Rick McGuire
Layout: Pat Hutson

To join ALPS or renew
membership, send $15 to:

Alpine Lakes Protection Society
P.O. Box 25243
Seattle, WA 98165

For information, send email to:
alpinelakes.info@gmail.com

www.alpinelakes.org
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